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The emerald ash borer is killing one million trees on the mountain. 

This devastating loss is severely impacting the forest’s ability to 

produce oxygen, filter water, sequester carbon, reduce flooding, 

and provide critical habitat. 

Since 2016, the Sourland Conservancy has partnered with 

nonprofits and municipalities throughout the region to plant, 

protect, and maintain over 15,000 trees and shrubs in public 

parks and preserves—11,000 in 2021 alone!

Last year, we partnered with New Jersey Conservation Foundation, 

Montgomery Township, and Mercer County to plant over 5,000 

trees and shrubs at public volunteer planting events on Baldpate 

Mountain, Rainbow Hill, Rock Mill, and the  

Folusiak Preserve. We hired seasonal interns to plant another 

6,000 in areas that were not appropriate for large groups due to 

steep slopes, rough terrain, sensitive species habitat, etc. The 

map below shows all of these volunteer planting sites, intern 

planting locations, and also the tree kits that private residents 

purchased from us to plant in their own yards. 

Now, we’d like to add another layer to illustrate all of the native 

trees that our members have propagated, purchased (from any 

source) and planted, or protected from deer browse! Please send 

us your address and tell us how many native trees and shrubs 

you’ve planted and/or protected on your property since 2016. 

Email stewards@sourland.org, and put yourself on the map!

Ash decline is a serious threat, and it’s too big for any  
one organization to handle alone.  

When we all work together, we make a real difference.
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 15,600+ Trees & shrubs

 61  Native Woody  
  species

 30  Restoration Sites

 214  Private  
  Landowners

 110  Acres

 19,000+ Feet of Deer Fence

  Intern Plantings

  Volunteer Plantings

  ACT Plantings

  Sourland GIS Boundary

PUT YOURSELF ON 
THE MAP! Laurie Cleveland, Executive Director

Map created by Sourland Conservancy Coordinator, Robert Lucas.
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SOURLAND CONSERVANCY  
MEETING INFORMATION 
Sourland Conservancy’s Board of Trustee 
meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 
even-numbered months at the train station  
in Hopewell Borough, at 7 pm.  
You are warmly invited. 

STAFF 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Laurie Cleveland 
lcleveland@sourland.org 
609-309-5155

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR 
Carolyn Klaube 
cklaube@sourland.org

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR 
Kariina Rand 
krand@sourland.org

OFFICE MANAGER 
Maya Robles 
mrobles@sourland.org

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT  
Dante DiPirro, East Amwell Twp.

Vice PresidenT 
Marylou Ferrara, Hopewell

TREASURER 
Fran Bartlett, Titusville

SECRETARY 
Joanna Fiori, Montgomery Twp.

Ken Bogen 
Andrea Bonette 
Kevin Burkman 
Jennifer Bryson 
Tracy Carluccio 
Charlie Clark 
Bob Cibulskis 
Joel Coyne 
Steve Davison 
Deb Fabricatore 
Marian Fenwick 
Jerry Haimowitz 

Judy Jengo 
Gary Johnston 
Tim Johnson 
Tom Kilbourne 
Marcia Maguire 
Veronique Oomen 
Tom Seessel 
Patricia Sziber 
Cathy Urbanski 
Peg Van Patton 
Cliff Wilson

Jim Andrews, Hopewell 
Fran Bartlett, Hopewell 
Michelle Baker, Skillman 
Joe Kazimierczyk, Hillsborough 
Jim Linnehan, Stockton 
Beverly Mills, Hopewell 
Lynne Oleski, Titusville 
Daniel Pace, Pennington 
Julia Purtill, East Amwell Twp.

Jim Amon 
Chris Berry 
Robert and  
 Stephanie Harris 
Rush Holt 

Scott and  
 Hella McVay 
Sandy Simpson 
Chris Sturm

EMERITUS TRUSTEES

TRUSTEES

HONORARY TRUSTEES

The development of a Sourland Education and 

Exhibit Center on Hollow Road in Skillman, 

New Jersey is an exciting, ongoing project of 

the Sourland Conservancy and Stoutsburg 

Sourland African American Museum (SSAAM). 

The center will be a central place people can 

go in the heart of the Sourlands to learn about 

the region, its ecology, and African American 

history and culture. 

Once completed, people will be able to get to 

know the Sourlands better by learning about 

the forest, water, animals, birds, and other 

resources. They can experience the Rock 

Brook stream, hiking trails, biking routes, bird 

watching opportunities, and other natural 

treasures. People will also be able to learn 

the history of African Americans in the region, 

view artifacts, and visit the historic Mt. Zion 

AME church / Stoutsburg Sourland African 

American Museum. Visitors will have an 

enjoyable and rich experience. They will leave 

with a better understanding of the region, and 

we believe a new-found passion for enjoying, 

cherishing and protecting it. 

Significant progress has been made on the 

project. The church/museum at 189 Hollow 

Road has been acquired and is undergoing 

renovations. To the North, the Sourland 

Conservancy and SSAAM have purchased 

191 Hollow Road (the former Georgia 

Whidden property). To the South, the groups 

are under contract to purchase 183 Hollow 

Road (the former True farmstead) and are 

scheduled to close at the end of March 2022. 

Watch your monthly eNewsletter for updates 

about this important project!

SOURLAND CENTER UPDATE 
Dante DiPirro, President

SC and SSAAM boards meet about the Sourland Center, 
photos above and below courtesy of Caroline Katmann.

Graphic courtesy of East Amwell Environmental Commission.

The Sourland Conservancy is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 

that is required to operate under the supervision of a Board of 

Trustees. The work of the Conservancy would not be possible 

without the unsung efforts of these volunteers. 

Due to a policy that requires Trustees to rotate off after two full 

terms, we welcome new Board members periodically, and say 

farewell and “thank you” to others. Because of the upheaval from 

COVID-19, we didn’t have a chance to publicly acknowledge our 

new members or those to whom we will be saying goodbye.

First, the good news: over the past two years, five new trustees 

have come on board. Michelle Baker is a graphic designer with 

her own boutique design agency in Skillman. She has been with 

us for about a year and has already made great contributions to 

our organization. Also recently joining us is Julia Purtill of East 

Amwell. Julia has been a supporter of farmers and agriculture 

in the Sourland region and we are so happy she has joined our 

team. If you’ve followed Sourland Stewards on Facebook, you’re 

already familiar with Joe Kazimierczyk. A resident of Hillsborough, 

Joe is always on top of what’s happening on the mountain,  

and offering help to folks who want to keep their property in a  

healthy, natural state. Jim Linnehan of Stockton, an executive 

at Morgan Stanley in Princeton has also agreed to serve as 

a trustee, sharing his expertise with us. And Lynne Oleski of 

Titusville is an accounting and finance professional who loves 

to hike the Sourlands and wants to make a contribution to 

preserving the area. We are so fortunate to have this new class  

of Board members and we are looking forward to big things over 

the next few years as they help mold and guide our progress  

as an organization. 

On a sadder note— but with profound gratitude—we recognize 

and say good bye to Scot Allen, who made huge contributions 

to our partnering program. Also leaving us is Tatiana Fulmer, 

who brought great energy to our social media presence. Gery 

Juleff’s leadership, especially with fundraising and the Mountain 

Fest will be sorely missed. And Roger Thorpe’s smiling presence 

and unfailing efforts on our stewardship team make him simply 

irreplaceable. While they are no longer Board members, all of 

them will stay involved in our mission in one way or another 

and we so appreciate their commitment to the mission of the 

Sourland Conservancy. To them we say “Ave atque vale.”

THANK YOU TO SOURLAND CONSERVANCY TRUSTEES 
Marylou Ferrara, Vice President

STEWARDSHOPS // Visit our YouTube 
channel* for spring planting guidance
* www.Youtube.com/C/SourlandConservancy

Approximately one-third of the Sourland 

Mountain region is preserved, one-third is 

developed and one-third might be either 

developed or preserved. In addition to 

working to preserve the land that is “up for 

grabs,” there is a need to cultivate within 

Sourland residents a commitment and a 

sense of ownership that will begin in their 

own backyards and spill over to the entire 

region. Good stewardship of the land is 

every bit as important as land preservation.

MEET SOME OF THE SOURLAND  
SPRING FLOWERS:

Jack-In-The-Pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum)

Blooms: Green and brown 

Leaves: Divided into 3 leaflets

Found as individuals in moist to wet 

woods and openings. Flower and 

spathe are cobra-like in silhouette. Deer 

resistant, with animal-dispersed seed, so 

it gets around these days quite well.

Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica)

Blooms: White, often striped with pink 

Leaves: Grass-like blades

Found in woods, meadows, even 

lawns, often prolifically. Pink stripes are 

pollinator “landing strips”. Foliage is 

ephemeral, arising in winter and dormant 

by June. Pollinated by small native bees, 

flies, and honeybees. If you’re lucky, ants 

dispersed the seeds to your lawn.  

Thanks ants!

Visit the Sourland Stewards Facebook 

Group to discuss projects, ask questions, 

and share successes!

Jack-in-the-pulpit at Kulak Preserve, photo by 
Michelle Baker.

Spring beauty at Pryde’s Point Preserve, photo by 
Michelle Baker.
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The joy of entering the Sourland forest for me is the joy of 

knowing that I have entered a community. It is a community  

of plants that have evolved together over millions of years and 

each part is in its place. The skunk cabbage and birches are 

in the wetlands; the oaks and blackhaw viburnum inhabit the 

uplands. Spicebush grows beneath gaps in the canopy and its 

branches arch over ferns and herbaceous plants. Moss grows 

on stumps where the wind removes sun-blocking fallen leaves. 

Mayapples grow in great clumps, each stem rising from a 

network of interconnected rhizomes. 

Over recent decades, forest ecologists have been discovering 

that the connections in a forest community are stronger and more 

important than was previously understood. Historically, the plants 

in a forest have been seen to be in competition with each other 

for sunlight and the nutrients in the soil, and that is undisputed, 

but there is now an understanding that plants are connected 

below ground and that they use that connection to communicate 

with each other and to share water and nourishment.

Are the trees talking to each other? Does a healthy tree support 

a sick tree? Do trees only support others of the same species? 

Are they sentient? Do they have emotions? A few years ago 

I would have considered these questions nonsense, and not 

worth considering. Recently, however, I have become aware 

of the work that ecologists have done to discover how plants 

communicate with each other. I may be late to the party, but 

I am now totally fascinated by the idea of a network through 

which plants communicate.

Knowing that plants communicate with each other can easily 

lead to anthropomorphizing them. One of the first books I read 

on this subject, The Hidden Life of Trees, by Peter Wohlleben, 

made me so angry by over-the-top anthropomorphizing that I 

got out a pen and started underlining sentences that asserted 

that trees have emotions and human-like intelligence. There is a 

lot of good science in this book, but to get to the good science I 

had to get past declarations like “trees’ mothers do not approve 

of rapid growth.” Or that if trees die “their genetic legacy might 

disappear and so they probably want to reproduce right away.” 

There is a lot of interesting new data about what trees do, but 

no one has been able to discern what trees “approve of” or 

what they “want” to do.

There has long been an understanding that plants do things 

that seem to indicate that they have a kind of intelligence. For 

example, just when pollinating insects become active after a 

dormant winter, trees sense the increasing amount of sunlight 

and they open their flower and leaf buds. Further, just before 

the snow would collect on the leaves and weigh the tree 

down in the winter, they sense that daylight has shortened and 

they expel their leaves. Many flowers close or point downward 

when it rains or at night when dew might collect in them; this 

move protects their pollen from being washed away. 

We have also known for a long time that the root system of 

virtually every plant in the forest is attached to mycorrhizal fungi 

and that these fungi bring water and nutrients to the plants, in 

exchange for some of the glucose that the plants make. 

Dr. Suzanne Simard, who teaches forest ecology at the 

University of British Columbia, has just published a book, 

Finding the Mother Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest, 

that reviews work she has been doing on communication 

between trees since the 1990s. The level of communication 

among trees that she has documented startled me:

}		Virtually every plant in the forest is connected to one or 

another type of mycorrhizal fungi network.

}		Mycorrhizal fungi supply water and nutrients to plant roots, 

but they also take excess glucose from large old trees—

which Simard calls “mother trees”—and they distribute  

this excess to other plants.

}		A mycorrhizal fungus can connect as many as 47 trees of 

many different species, some of which are at least 60 feet 

away from the others.

SEEING THE SOURLANDS:  
The Forest as a Community 
Jim Amon, Honorary Trustee

This old white oak is using a mycorrhizal fungal network to communicate 
with all of the plants around it, photo by Jim Amon.

Continued on page 6

}		While a mother tree will contribute nourishment to smaller 

trees of many different species, it will contribute more to 

seedlings and saplings that are its genetic offspring.

}	 A seedling has paltry rates of photosynthesis compared to a 

mother tree, and the seedling’s root system is small and cannot 

compete with larger trees for water and nutrients from the soil, 

so while the contribution from the mother tree is inconsequential 

to it, the contribution is often life-saving to the sapling.

}		When a mother tree is dying, it unloads water, glucose, and 

minerals to the mycorrhizal network to nourish surviving trees.

}		Plants also send defense signals through the mycorrhizal 

network; when a pathogen or pest attacks one plant, it 

notifies the other plants in its network to mount a defense.

This network of plants connected through fungi has been called 

the “wood-wide web,” comparing it to the interconnectedness 

of computers all over the world. Simard also compares this 

network to the brain and nervous system in a human: The 

molecules passing from tree to fungus and then to other plants 

are like neurotransmitters traveling through the brain that allow 

people to think and communicate. Simard avoids the direct 

anthropomorphisms that appear throughout Wohlleben’s  

text but asserts that it is to the advantage of each plant in  

an interconnected network that the other trees are healthy.

Simard’s book documents how the academic, forestry, and 

government communities resisted this information. Now, policies 

relating to forestry practices are gradually being reconsidered. 

Scientists already knew that forest clearcutting was not good for 

ecology. The forestry industry is now beginning to realize that 

clearcutting is not good for the industry’s financial interests either. 

Lumber companies have learned that their requirement to replant 

after a harvest is far cheaper and far more successful if they do 

not spray herbicide on all the shrubs and noncommercial trees 

that do not produce profits. If they leave some mother trees, the 

seedlings they replant will grow faster and be healthier. Many 

scientists all over the world have taken up this inquiry and have 

substantiated Simard’s findings and taken them further. 

I have not yet figured out exactly how it is different for me to see 

plants in a forest as interconnected, rather than as independent 

entities. I am, however, already feeling enriched by this new vision.

If interested in purchasing a copy of Jim’s book, please go to 

sourland.org/how-to-help/.

Continued from page 5

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES!

The Sourland Conservancy relies on volunteers to achieve its 

mission: to protect, promote and preserve the unique character 

of the Sourland Mountain region. They need your help to 

Save the Sourlands! Volunteers meet new friends, share their 

knowledge, learn new skills and accomplish extraordinary 

feats! If you or your group have even just a few hours to offer, 

visit www.tiny.cc/SCVolunteer. Thank you!
New SC board member Joe Kazimierczyk planting at Folusiak Preserve last fall.  
Photo by Laurie Cleveland.

MOUNTAINFEST: 
Join us at the Sourland Mountain Festival on July 23rd at 

Unionville Vineyards rain or shine! Volunteers are needed 

before during and after the event. Receive free admission,  

a coveted t-shirt, and refreshments. Join the fun and  

support the Sourland Conservancy! Register at  

www.sourlandmountainfest.com/volunteer/.

JOIN THE STEWARDSHIP CREW! 
Get outside and do important stewardship work in the 

Sourlands! Our stew crew goes out in the morning on the  

first and third Friday of each month to remove invasive  

plants, repair fencing, and maintain planting areas. Email  

stewards@sourland.org to sign up. Please wear sturdy  

shoes, thick gloves, eye protection, and clothes you don’t  

mind playing in the briars in.

SOURLAND SPECTACULAR: 
Help us with preparations and setting up for the kick-off event 

on September 10th. Learn more about how you can help by 

visiting: www.sourlandspectacular.com/volunteer.

SOURLAND TREE PLANTINGS: 
We’ll be planting thousands of trees this fall, and we need 

help! Individuals, families, community groups, and corporate 

volunteers are all welcome! Please watch our eNewsletter for 

dates, locations, and registration links.

COMMITTEES NEED YOU! 
Would you like to share your expertise, learn new skills, and meet 

terrific people? Join a committee! We need more hands working on 

development, finance, governance, marketing, engagement, and 

advocacy. Please email info@sourland.org for more information.
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A BIRDS EYE VIEW OF THE SOURLANDS:  
An Interview with Juanita Hummel Andrea Bonette, Emeritus Trustee

Longtime Sourland resident and current 

Washington Crossing Audubon Society 

(WCAS) president Juanita Hummel may 

have gotten here by accident, but it 

was a fortuitous “accident” for Sourland 

dwellers, both human and animal. 

Growing up in Canada, Juanita loved 

to read—one might say her interests 

were “encyclopedic” because she did 

read an entire encyclopedia while still in 

elementary school! She developed an 

early interest in science, and in college 

studied chemistry and later pharmacology, 

fascinated by the potential of chemical 

compounds to treat disease. It was in 

a college that Juanita met her future 

husband, Blaine Hummel. Later, Juanita 

worked in the pharmaceutical industry 

while Blaine started his career in the then-

new field of environmental science. Their 

first son was born in Canada. 

When Juanita’s research job was 

relocated to New Jersey, the couple 

wanted a house in an area with lots of 

trees and little development. At the time 

West Windsor-Plainsboro was making a 

dramatic transformation from farm fields 

to housing developments, hoping to 

attract young couples like the Hummels. 

But Blaine found an ad in a real estate 

magazine for a house in the woods 

on a private lane with a few acres of 

land on the Sourland Mountain. A real 

estate agent tried to direct them away 

from the Sourlands, warning that there 

were “hillbillies” on the mountain who 

sometimes took potshots at newcomers, 

and there were “squatters” in the woods. 

But the forest beckoned and they moved 

here in 1984 with their five-month-old 

son, intending to eventually find another 

house with more land to call their own 

in the future, especially after the birth 

of their younger son. But the family fell 

in love with the dramatic boulders and 

trees, enhanced by Hunterdon County’s 

eventual preservation of the adjacent 

former quarry lands, and they never left. 

Juanita’s love of nature began at her 

grandmother’s summer home in rural 

Quebec, but her interest in birds was 

ignited when she and Blaine bought their 

first house in a leafy suburb and hung up 

a bird feeder that attracted many species. 

Thenceforth, birding was on the menu 

wherever they traveled. Relocating to the 

Sourlands brought many new species of 

birds to visit—she has about 150 on her 

yard list alone. As their boys got older she 

was able to sharpen her birding skills on 

field trips with organizations like WCAS 

and New Jersey Audubon. After retiring 

from lab science she turned to nature and 

volunteered as a citizen scientist. She 

became a Pennsylvania Master Naturalist, 

is a trained volunteer Naturalist at 

Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve, and 

a Wildlife Transporter for Mercer County 

Wildlife Center. She participates in bird 

counts and has served on the board of 

WCAS for seven years. 

Juanita is passionate about land 

conservation for birds in densely 

populated New Jersey. Its location on 

the Atlantic Flyway—an “aerial highway” 

used by migratory birds in spring and 

fall—is a critical stopover for many 

thousands of birds traveling between 

their breeding and wintering grounds. If 

the land that once provided food and rest 

has been developed, they may starve 

or be unable to breed. Some birds will 

breed in fragmented “forest islands”, 

while others are “habitat specialists”. 

As examples of the latter, Juanita cited 

Kentucky and Hooded warblers, birds 

not seen in her yard for many years. 

The dense spicebush thickets they 

nested in here have been replaced with 

invasive shrubs in recent decades, 

aided by an overabundance of deer that 

preferentially eat the native understory 

plants. Since retiring from environmental 

consulting, Blaine has “declared war” 

on the invasives on their property, and 

the natives are staging an impressive 

comeback. The removal of a multiflora 

rose often reveals a tiny spicebush,  

witch hazel, maidenhair fern, or  

pagoda dogwood hanging on for  

dear life underneath.

Adding insult to injury, the emerald ash 

borer is killing off our mature ash trees. 

Entomologists say we can’t save the old 
A winter surprise here only a few miles away from our home in a central NJ farm field—a beautiful Snowy Owl!

Photo by Juanita Hummel.
Continued on page 8

WE ALL LIVE UPSTREAM
Carolyn Klaube, Stewardship Director

The Sourland Mountain’s headwater streams flow into the 

Delaware and Raritan rivers and provide water to millions of 

residents in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. While the Sourland 

Mountain provides this critical water source, many of the 

streams in the Sourlands are not currently being monitored. 

A stream monitoring program is necessary not only to ensure 

clean drinking water for the millions of people in this region who 

depend on it but also for the intricate and essential ecosystems 

and organisms within those systems that depend on clean water 

for habitat and survival. 

This project is divided into two separate initiatives. The first 

initiative, the spring taster, is primarily focused on education 

and teaching the public the importance of stream health. 

The second initiative, Sourland Stream Stewards, is primarily 

focused on high-quality data collection that can be used for 

both academic and legislative purposes.

In the spring, the Sourland Conservancy works with NJ 

Watershed Ambassadors to conduct a “spring taster” for stream 

monitoring. It is a two-part workshop that includes a classroom 

component and hands-on experience. The first session 

covers what could affect stream health and how we access 

stream health. This primer is important because it explains 

broad concepts to participants and gets them ready to make 

assessments. In the second session, participants are invited to 

come outdoors and conduct a hands-on stream assessment 

where they will be asked to collect data on various assessment 

points such as stream width, depth and water velocity. 

Taking a step further, the Sourland Conservancy will partner 

with The Watershed Institute and NJDEP to send volunteers to 

Stream School to become Sourland Stream Stewards. Stream 

School is a multi-day training and certification process that 

will certify Sourland Stream Stewards to collect and submit 

their data to the Water Quality Exchange Network (WQX), 

which allows this data to be seen and used by the EPA. This 

is exciting because it is one of the first NJ non-profit programs 

that will be certified to input data into the WQX. The Sourland 

Conservancy will also partner with Raritan Valley Community 

College (RVCC) professor Dr. Emilie Stander and her students in 

2022. Dr. Stander and students will participate in both biological 

and habitat assessments of Sourland streams as well as collect 

water samples for nutrient and bacterial analysis at RVCC’s 

Water Quality Laboratory. Dr. Stander’s student water quality 

interns will assist in training students in sample collection and 

laboratory analysis procedures for data quality and assurance 

purposes. This partnership will further help us understand the 

health of Sourland streams and the water quality issues we  

are facing. 

This project is important because we all live upstream. By 

understanding water quality in the Sourlands, we can help 

ensure safe and clean drinking water for communities and 

ecosystems that live downstream of this region. 

Learn more by visiting sourland.org/stream-monitoring.

Stream monitoring workshop, photo by David Voorhees.

trees but biological controls may enable younger generations 

of ash to survive. It will take at least 50 years for those trees to 

repopulate the canopy. Meanwhile, climate change is having 

other adverse effects. We have lost about 30% of our North 

American birds since the 1970’s, and two-thirds of our species 

are at risk of extinction from global temperature rise. Read the 

National Audubon report entitled Survival by Degrees: 389 Bird 

Species on the Brink, online at www.audubon.org/climate/
survivalbydegrees

Juanita had some suggestions on how Sourlanders can help 

birds survive. The most obvious one is to maintain the largest 

contiguous forest in central New Jersey as habitat for the many 

species that rely on it during all or part of their lives. Support 

local conservation organizations like the Sourland Conservancy 

and local land trusts that acquire and/or restore and rehabilitate 

land for birds and wildlife. You can make your own property 

bird friendly by planting native plants for birds and the insects 

that many birds rely on for food. Convert resource-and-time-

consuming lawns to native plant gardens or meadows, or 

replace turf grasses with native grasses and sedges—none of 

which require fertilizers, pesticides, soil amendments or regular 

mowing. Coffee drinkers can buy bird-friendly shade-grown 

coffee, as sun-grown monoculture plantations have replaced 

many tropical forests in areas where our neotropical migrants 

spend the winter. Find it here: https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
migratory-birds/bird-friendly. These are easy local actions 

everyone can take that combined make a real difference. 

Continued from page 7
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10,000+ 
Fran and Tom Bartlett 

Joanna and Clem Fiori 

Dinesh Jain 

Tracy Lien and Edward Shehab 

Louise and Clifford Wilson 

5,000+  
Jeanne Brooks-Gunn 

Franta Broulik 

Beth Pennington 

Marian Stuart 

1,000+  
Jim and Kathleen Amon 

Erin Galbraith and Joe Amon 

Cathy Schaeder and Eric Batterman 

Jennifer Bryson 

Bradley N. Currey, Jr. 

Bruce Daniels 

Robert and Mary Ellen Darretta 

Samantha Davidson 

Georgette Sturam and Daniel Dorsky 

Lynn and Tom Ebeling 

Deborah and Russell Galen 

Bernadette Connaughton and  

 Michael Gray 

Amy Greene 

Jackson and Karen Lears 

Andrew and Anya Littauer 

Scott and Hella McVay 

Sandy Simpson and Ken Misiak 

Liza and Sky Morehouse 

Susan Naquin 

Eve Coulson and Nelson Obus 

Stephen Pollard 

John Spears 

Bart Thompson 

Clair Ransom and Roger Thorpe 

Katherine Titus 

Lewin and Ronnie Weyl 

The Zvilin Fund of the Princeton Area  

 Community Foundation  

500+  
The Bean Family 

Mary Blair 

Christine Newman and Eileen Bruns 

Nina and John Burghardt 

Alexander Cardona 

Cindy and Charlie Clark 

Anne Debevoise 

Karen Fridkis 

Margaret Fritze 

Gael and Fred Gardner 

Deborah and Gary Gartenberg 

Dr. David Goldberg 

Sally Gullette 

Stephanie and Jim Heidere 

Shelley Krause 

Christoph Vetter and Marian Labos 

Bruce and Dorothy Lowenhaupt 

Linda and Bruce Meier 

Barbara Merry 

Christopher and Michele Morley 

Richard Moseley 

Sal Puleo 

Glorianne and Toni Robbi 

Liisa Sestrich 

Anne and Erik Sieverding 

Tom Mason and Emily Vickers 

Chiara Nappi and Edward Witten 

$250+  
Scot Allen 

Eric Allender 

Amy Pearlmutter and Jim Andrews 

Rachel Rivest and Steven Averbuch 

The Cutler-Kreutz Family 

Lou and Susan Davelman 

Douglas Dixon 

Heather Ciociola and Aaron Fichtner 

Nicholas and Kristin Fiori 

Joel and Carole Goldstein 

Laurel and Charlie Gould 

Peter Green 

Gary Greene 

Diane and Edgar Griffith 

Edward Groth 

Nicholas Hegedus 

Michael and Carol Hollander 

Robert and Maryann Isham 

Jani Rachelson and David LaMotte 

Moira and Jack Lawrence 

Edward and Alexandra Leydon 

Barbara Lindheim 

Beverly and Michael Mills 

Judith Pollack and James Ohls 

Lynne and Richard Oleski 

Barbara Preston 

Keith and Anita Richmond 

Melissa Salton 

Elizabeth and Jeffrey Sands 

Douglas Schleifer 

Lynne Seidel 
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Michio Soga 
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Holly and Chris Anhut 
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Cindy and Andrew Assini 

Michelle Baker and Nick Christoff 

Dan and Linda Balto 

Claudette and Jeffrey Barber 

Jacquelyn Barth 

William Bastan and Lisa Fortunato 

Fernando Batista 

Barbara Baumecker 

John Ringel and Judith Bebout 

Michael Bell 

Joel Deitz and Barbara Berko 

Gay Bitter 

Andrea Bonette 

Jennifer and Brett Borowski 

Christopher Brookes 

Elaine and John Buck 

Margaret Martonosi and Kevin Burkman 

Mercy Byrne 

Ian August and Matthew Campbell 

Roberta Canfield 

Phil and Carol Carlson 

David Carroll 

Margaret Carsky-Wilson 

Alantha Carter 

Dorothy and John Cassimatis 

Theodore and Victory Chase 

John Kemmerer and Kristina Gae Clark 

Roxanne Clarke 

Laurie & Glenn Cleveland 

Dann Connelly 

Alice Crozier 

Jennifer Curtis 

Michael Cyran 

Robert and Judith Czekanski 

Priscilla Damiani 

Jeanne Demoss 

Frank Derby 

Gamini Dharmasena and Binodh Desilva 

Tim Dillingham and Barbara Reale 

Mark Schlawin and Ilene Dube 

Ken Duell 

Lori and Harold Falk 

Brenda Fallon 

Jeff Fayer 

Deb Fenster 

Daniel Fiori 

Sandra Fischer 

John and Joan Fleming 

Martin and Suzette Fraser 
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Barbara and Eugene Gaffney 

Carol Gell 
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Frank and Sharon Gleason 

Thomas and Kim Glock 
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Rae Grasso 
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 Stephen Griffies 
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Jill and Thomas Harrity 

Hilary Hays 

Bob and Anne Hayton 

Martha Heywood 

Thomas Hipple 

Walter and Anne-Marie Hladun 

Edward Hoag 

Dave and Carolyn Hoeschele 

Robert Horton 

Ray and Jane Hostetter 

John and Karen Howe 

Robert and Nancy Humes 

Ruth Izraeli 

John Jackson 

Ken and Michelle Jacob, Jr. 

Rachelle Jacobson 

Victor Janas 

Vincent Janoski 

Cindy and Markian Jaworsky 

Anita Johnson 

Susan Hockaday and Maitland Jones 

Mark Hornung and Lauren Jones 

Landon and Sarah Jones 

Rosemary Reshetar and Tim Jost 
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Lucy Joye 

Caroline Katmann 

Joe Kazimierczyk 

Thomas Kelly 

Richard Kirby 

Glenn Thomas and Kimberlynn Kleasen 

Leslie and Kevin Kuchinski 

Janet and Alex Laughlin 

Thuy Anh Le 

Marie Leithauser 

Jill Feldman and Robert Lerner 

Albert and Wen-Ling Yang Leung 

Mingshun Li 

Edward J. Linky, Esq. 

Marta Lively 

Robert Livingston 

Darin Lugat 

Kathleen Lynch 

Ann Carter Lyons 

Lisa MacCollum 

Neil Maclachlan 

Charles and Sharyn Magee 

Diane and Joe Maloney 

Alex Marsh 

Sylvie and Lester Mayer 

Lorraine Shiarappa and  

 James McDonough 

Carolyn McGrath 

Colleen McKee 

Mark and Julie McLaughlin 

Julia and Jeff Mechanic 

Jennifer Megaffin 

Galen Meyer 

Mary Beth Michael 

Douglas Meckel and Susan Michniewski 

Paul Miskulnig 

Elizabeth Moran 

James Moran 

Alison Morgan 

Andrew Moss 

Peter and Joan Neff 

Bill and Judy Ninke 

Kristen and Neil O’Grady 

Trevor O’Grady 

Jan C. O’Malley 

Edward O’Rourke 

Gretchen Oberfranc 

Dale Gordon and Suzanne Ochse 

Tom Ogren 

Anthony and Susan Parisi 

Mary Ellen and Peter Parry 

Lois Pauley 

Kevin Perry 

Raphael Piguet 

Michael and Brenda Pomianoski 

Cheryl Pothast 

Frances L. Preston 

Alexandra Radbil 

Ronnie Ragen 

Kathy and Drew Rankin 

Dawn Reitz-Bromley 

Candyce Forster and Robert Robinson 

Larry Koplik and Sarah Roberts 

Corky Robinson 
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Doug and Mary Rooney 

Cherilyne Roque 

Mark and Dawn Rosso 

Robert and Caroline Russo 

Jennifer and David Saltman 

Carol Saracco 

Carlana and Douglas Sargent 

Rosalie and Charles Savare 

Corrine O’Hara and Joel Schwartz 

Tom and Diane Seessel 

Ed Seliga 

Alexander and Suzanne Sherrard 

Steve and Sue Sikoryak 

Scott and Curry Simmel 

Susan Soesbe 

Joanne and Loren Southern 

Virginia and Michael Sprague 

Mary Albert and William Sproule 

Elizabeth Stankevich 

Irene Stein 

Paul and Jackie Sterchele 

Janet Stern 

Catherine Felgar and David Stevens 

Bill Stowe 

Raymond Sullivan 

Joyce and Carl Tatsch 

Richard and Dorothy Thayer 

Robert Thomsen 

The Thornton Family 

Helen Trpisovsky and George Point 

Robert Tomaselli 

Welmoet van Kammen 

William and Gabrielle Van Zandt 
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Lee and Melinda Varian 

David Voorhees 

Barbara Waldrip 

Dave and Chiz Walter 

Jim and Alicia Waltman 

Patsy and David Wang-Iverson 

Dennis and Lura Waters 

Faye Weidner 
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Kristina Wetzel 
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Leigh-Anne Wiester and Nils Von Zelowitz 
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Dr. Catherine Williams 
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Robert and Carol Wolfe 
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Hollis Bauer 
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Jeanette Bergeron 
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Kathryn Dovgala 

Helen Dudar 
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Thomas and Agata Hargraves 
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David Hart 

Nell Haughton 

Bob Heil 

Maricel Hermann 

Alan Hershey 
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Antoinette Hoagland 

Stephanie Ives 
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David and Mickey Jones 

John Kalinowski 

Wanda Kaluza 

Sande and Shel Katz 

Victoria Kindt 

Jane Kiney 

Carolyn and Chris Klaube 

Mamatha Kodidela 
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Eleanora Kolbert 
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Diane LeBon 

Thomas Lederer 
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Narmeen Makhani 
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Mary Rose Markowitz 
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Brian and Janet McLaughlin 

Maria McNaught 

Illona McSparin 

Mark Mehler 

Francia Mesia-Obregon 

Monika Mevenkamp 

Judith Michaels 

Jennifer Michelson 

Sally Mikkelsen 

Lynn Min 

Michelle Mistretta 

Victoria Mokriski 

Diane Monteleone 

Cheri Morris 

Mary Nacius 

Sreeni Nair 

Janet Narayan 

Marion and Bernard Newton 

Bill and Maria Nierstedt 

Lauren Nobel 

Robert Noland 

Maureen O’Brien 

Nancy O`Connell 

Kristine Olson 

Dan Pace 

Kyra Padulo 

Tari Pantaleo 

Suzanne Parsons 

Gail and Vincent Patullo 

June Bente and Michael Paul 

Patricia Payne 

Eric Peer 

Lillian Pliner 

Andrew Plunkett 

Jill Porter 

Ruth Potts 

Erica Johanson and Jim Powers 

Joseph Prati 

Martha and Michael Pratt 

Melissa Printon 

Jeff and Sharon Prosinski 

Dottie Proskura 

Ken Bogen and Amy Raditz 

Kariina Rand 

Deborah Reichard 

Donald Reichman 

Stephanie Richman and William J. Reilly 

Cheryl Rizzo 

David Robinson 

Lisa Roe 

Lee Rosati 

Barbara T. Ross 

Randye Rutberg 

Renee Sandvig 

Jill Sanfilippo 

Richard Santosusso 

Athena Sarafides 

Robert Sarchiapone 

Eugene Schaefer 

Lisa Schwartz 

Ingrid Seadler 

Yvonne Selander 

Viraj Shah 

Michael Shakarjian 

Patricia Shanley 

Kathryn Shaw 

Deidre Sheehan 

Brian Skowronek 

Allan and Gail Smith 

Ajay Solai 

Dina Soudah 

David Speis 

Maria Stanko 

William and Laura Stansley 

Lois Stewart 

Timothy Stout 

Ediee Strock Bacek 

Lena Struwe 

Kelly Sullivan 

Hannah Bonsey Suthers 

Eric Teitelbaum 

Ed Tetelman 

Valerie Pierce and Michael Thayer 

Ken Trock 

Steven Tuorto 
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Daniel and Eloise Ungar 

Debra and Michael Valazza 
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Michelle Walsky 
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SOURLAND EVENTS //  
Find out more by visiting sourland.org/events

Spring Stream Taster Workshop: 
Thursday, May 5th, 7–8 pm &  
Saturday, May 7th, 10 am–12 pm

The Sourland Conservancy is partnering with the NJ Watershed Ambassador,  
Stevie Ader, to host an introduction to stream monitoring workshop! The workshop 
will have two parts — one virtual and one held outdoors, where volunteers will have 
the opportunity to gain hands-on experience in stream monitoring. In each session, 
volunteers will learn about the importance of water quality, how water health is 
impacting the Sourlands and how to monitor stream health.

Stream School in partnership  
with The Watershed Institute:  
May 11 through May 21, 2022

Stream School is an intensive course to become a certified stream monitor. After 
finishing the course and passing an exam, you will be certified! Certified volunteers  
will then become the “Sourland Stream Stewards”.

The Sourland Mountain Festival: 
Saturday, July 23rd, 3–8:30 pm,  
Rain or Shine, at Unionville Vineyards

Celebrating its 17th year, the festival will feature live bands, host history, critters,  
wildlife and outdoor activities with a beautiful view of fields on the Sourland Mountain. 
Visit www.sourlandmountainfest.com to learn more.

Sourland Hikes are back in May! Sourland Hikes will be kicking off with a new format, stay tuned for more info.

The Sourland Spectacular:  
Saturday, September 10th

Kickoff on September 10th and self-paced cycling and hiking September 11–18th.  
Visit www.sourlandspectacular.com for more information.

Sourland Train Station Series  
is back this fall!

The Sourland Conservancy will host our annual education series this fall. We have  
some great speakers lined up including a SSAAM update, St. Michaels’s Farm 
Preserve, Cemeteries, Trains, Shad fishing, native plants, and more! The series will  
kick off in September.

Relax and recharge in the quiet  
Sourland forest in one of the  
25 Sourland Preserves

Sourland region roads, parks, and preserves offers splendid opportunities for bicycling, 
picnicking, horseback riding, fishing, photography, bird watching…or just a lovely, 
restful place to getaway. Conveniently located in the heart of central New Jersey,  
the nearest trail is just minutes away! Visit sourland.org/maps

Sourland Strawberry Social this June!  
We invite Sourland members to join us in the Foraging Forest located in Hopewell Borough Park to enjoy the delights of the forest, 
namely wild strawberries as well as our favorite Bent Spoon ice cream! Current SC members will receive an email invitation with 
registration information.

Please watch your mailbox for your membership renewal 

reminder and enjoy the enclosed native seed packet as  

our gift! You can plant the seeds in your flower garden,  

pot, or windowbox— or give it to a friend!  

These lovely native flowers will support  

pollinators, birds and other wildlife and  

produce seeds for next year.

The Sourland Conservancy is moving  

from a rolling to an annual membership  

drive to save resources, so please respond  

right away to help Save the Sourlands!

MEMBERS MATTER //  
Grow with us!

Montgomery High School cheerleaders planting trees in the Sourlands.  
Photo by Laurie Cleveland.

SCAN HERE TO  
BECOME A MEMBER!

BLACK PEPPER– 
VENISON JERKY
Thanks to Ryland Inn Executive Chef, Chris Albrecht

Ingredients:
}	2 lb Venison leg, seamed with no silver or gristle

}	1 C Soy Sauce

}	1/2 C Worcestershire Sauce

}	1/2 C Brown Sugar (optional)

}	1 C Dark Beer

}	4 cl  garlic, minced

}	2 t Onion Powder

}	2 t Black Pepper*

}	1 t Aleppo Chile Flake (sub red pepper flakes)*

}	1 t Chile powder*

Method:
After the meat is trimmed, put in the freezer for 1-2 hours  

until firm.

Combine all of the other ingredients and place in a 1 gallon 

Zip Lock Bag.

Now that the meat is firm, slice it very thin with the grain  

(not across like a flank steak).

Add the cut meat to the bag and massage the meat for  

5–8 minutes.

Let the meat marinate in the fridge for 3–6 hours.

Preheat oven to 180 degrees (the lowest setting)**.

Once marinated, remove the meat from the liquid and arrange 

the meat on a baking tray with a resting rack.

Place in oven for 6–8 hours until dry.

The Jerky can be stored in an air-tight container, in a cool place 

for 2–3 months.

* Native North Americans would have used Juniper Berries, Sumac Powder 
and Mustard Seeds whole. Warm the 1T Juniper Berries, then let cool,  
grind in a spice mill. Add 1T Sumac Powder and 2T whole grain mustard.

** If your oven doesn’t go that low, dry the jerky with the oven door slightly open.

The Sourland Mountain Festival, presented by Unionville 

Vineyards, returns with a powerful five and half-hour musical 

lineup including The Outcrops, James Popik & Supernova, and 

Rainbow Fresh. The festival also features local organizations 

who will show and tell you about the history and wildlife of the 

mountain, plus a beautiful view (especially at sunset) of the 

Sourland Mountain. Enjoy the best local food and beverages 

and visit our specialized craft and service vendors. VIP 

Experience will, once again, be provided by The Ryland Inn, 

Whitehouse Station. 

The 17th Sourland Mountain Festival will be held rain or 

shine on Saturday, July 23, 2022, from 3:00 pm to 8:30 pm at 

Unionville Vineyards, 9 Rocktown Rd, Ringoes, NJ. Advance-

sale tickets are available online. Volunteers are needed before, 

during, and after the Fest, they receive free admission,  

a volunteer t-shirt and refreshments.

For more information, visit www.sourlandmountainfest.com. 

Proceeds benefit the Sourland Conservancy.

17th ANNUAL 
SOURLAND MOUNTAIN 
FESTIVAL RETURNS!

Sourland Mountain Festival 2019 photo by Alec Martinez.
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